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Summary 
Please provide a small summary description of the session, including speakers, number of participants 
format of the session; feel free to attach or include links of any relevant supporting documentation]   

The NDC Partnership facilitated a peer exchange among African countries titled, National Climate Funds: 

Innovations to Pool, Blend, Program and Disburse Climate Finance. The meeting was hosted by the 

governments of Rwanda and Ethiopia, to highlight the experiences of Rwanda’s Green Fund (FONERWA) 

and Ethiopia’s Climate Resilient Green Economy Facility, which have successfully created green jobs, 

reduced GHG emissions and assisted vulnerable communities to adapt to climate change. 

There were five featured speakers: three representatives from the national climate funds of Rwanda, 

Ethiopia and Jordan, and two keynote speakers from climate financing entities (African Development Bank 

and Global Climate Change Alliance Plus Initiative Support Facility).  A total of 37 participants attended 

the meeting, with 12 different countries represented.  

The format of the meeting included keynote speakers, plenary presentations on successful national 

climate fund models and discussion, followed by two break-out group sessions. During the break-out 

sessions, countries shared successful country models and practices in small group discussions, and 

engaged in structured discussion around thematic areas (i.e., climate fund governance, sustainable fund 

models, financial instruments and fund capitalization options).   

 

Key Messages   
 

[Please summarize in one or two paragraphs the key messages of the event at ACW 2019 and how they 
were relevant to the thematic block] 
 

Climate financing has the potential to catalyse climate action, and yet it is still sorely lacking in the 

African region. National climate funds are an effective modality for mobilizing and blending domestic 

and international climate resources. They enable countries to raise resources, set strategic climate goals 

against national development plans and priorities, and channel funds towards high-impact projects and 

investments.   
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Key success factors for establishing or scaling effective national climate funds including, country-

ownership and domestic government co-funding; wide-ranging engagement of stakeholders, including 

coordination across national government and with local governments and community leaders; a robust 

fund strategy and objectives; a governance structure with clearly defined roles and responsibilities for 

different agencies; appropriate legislation and regulatory frameworks to support the establishment of a 

national climate fund; transparent processes for screening projects; and impact assessments and risk 

reduction efforts to ensure independent, sound fund management and impactful results. 

 

It is critical for climate funds, multilateral development banks, and bilateral development cooperation 

programs to accelerate NDC implementation by facilitating countries’ access to climate finance, and 

providing technical capacity building support to countries to develop effective national climate funds.  

 

The NDC Partnership works to share such success stories, lessons and insights on NDC implementation to 

accelerate and scale-up climate action. 

 
Contribution to UN SG summit/Ambition   
 
Please summarize: 
1. What were the main messages around ambition; 

National climate funds can enable African countries to take more ambitious climate action while 

ensuring national ownership and supporting integration with national development plans. Support for 

these funds should be scaled up.  

2. What were the key elements that should be feeding into the UN SG Climate Summit that were 
discussed at your event? 

 
 
3. If there were opportunities highlighted in the presentation for enhancing NDC ambition in Africa, 

please list them here 
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Technical Examination Processes 

 
Did the event address policy option to enhance mitigation or adaptation in Africa?  
If so, please list them, specifying to which TEP they should be addressed.    

 
N/A 

 
 

 


