
   
 

   
 

Critical imperative of moving beyond business as usual: Ambition in the context of 

2019 Climate Weeks  
A New Era of Ambition 
 

With the adoption of the Paris Agreement the international community committed to keeping the 

global temperature increase to 1.5°C above pre-industrial levels and creating climate resilient 

societies, underpinned by necessary finance flows. Countries submitted Intended/Nationally 

Determined Contributions (NDCs) as their individual contribution towards meeting this objective.  

However, at the aggregate level, the emission reductions the NDCs entail are not sufficient to keep 

the world on track to limiting global warming to 1.5°C. Even if the NDCs were fully implemented, the 

world would still be on the path to warming between 3.5 to 4°C. Given the narrow window of 

opportunity available to prevent runaway climate change, 2019 and 2020 will be critical years in 

securing enhanced ambition needed to put the world firmly on the track for achieving the 1.5°C 

objectives the international community has collectively agreed to.  

Most of the rules for the operationalization of the Paris Agreement are now in place. Therefore, it is 

time to rally behind governments and non-Party stakeholder (NPS), in an unprecedented manner, to 

support them address challenges in significantly scaling up efforts to reduce emissions and adapt to 

the impacts of climate change, in line with the Paris Agreement. We must make concerted efforts for 

systemic changes to secure a transformation towards low emissions and climate resilient world.   

Generating political momentum: the 2019 Climate Summit 

With this context in mind, on 23 September 2019, United Nations Secretary-General (SG) will host the 
Climate Action Summit in New York with the objective of facilitating raising of ambition and 
accelerating action to implement the Paris Agreement. The SG aims to demonstrate a leap in collective 
global political ambition and sweeping low-emission movements in the real economy through the 
efforts of countries in raising national ambition, prompting transformative changes and generating 
political momentum.   
 
In order to ensure that transformative actions in the real economy are as impactful as possible, the 

SG has prioritized the following tracks: 

• Mitigation;  

• Social and Political Drivers; 

• Youth and Mobilization; 

• Energy Transition; 

• Resilience and Adaptation; 

• Nature-based Solutions; 

• Infrastructure, Cities and Local Action; 

• Climate Finance and Carbon Pricing; and  

• Industry Transition. 
 

LAC Climate Week   
 

The Latin America and the Caribbean Climate Week (LAC CW), taking place from 19 to 23 August, in 

Salvador, Brazil will be organized in support for a strong outcome of the UN SG’s Summit. It will gather 

policymakers and other local, national, regional and global stakeholders to engage in in-depth 



   
 

   
 

discussions on four of the SG’s nine Summit tracks: energy and industry transition; infrastructure, 

cities and local action; and nature-based solutions; and consolidate the region’s contribution to SG’s 

Summit to the extent possible. 

The LAC CW will be an opportunity to discuss climate action, key vulnerabilities and challenges from a 

distinct Latin American and Caribbean perspective. It will be an opportunity for key actors in the region 

from across sectors to convene, to learn and exchange knowledge and best practices, to assess, plan 

jointly or create new climate action initiatives. The climate week is therefore an opportunity to 

develop a constructive dialogue among regional stakeholders in the spirit of inclusiveness and building 

empathy that has characterized the Talanoa dialogue.  

Policymakers and key stakeholders will engage in targeted discussions on: 

• The medium- and long-term implications of latest scientific information relating to the need to 

raise climate ambition;  

• What 1.5°C implies for each of the tracks and the systemic changes needed to achieve it;  

• Role, design and economic impacts of fiscal policies for implementing NDCs; 

• Mainstreaming – climate mainstreaming into national planning and budgeting processes, NDC in 

SDG process and climate action in ODA;  

• Prospects for raising ambition in the four tracks by 2030 and avenues for achieving net-zero 

emissions by 2050; 

• Raising the profile of NDCs outside the usual source of funding by engaging private sector and 

capital markets;  

• Showcasing success stories from the region and identifying what needs to be done to scale up 

those success stories and accelerate the pace of action to achieve greater ambition; 

• Specific support for fast tracked implementation of the first round of NDCs; 

• Opportunities and challenges relating to implementation of NDCs, NAPs and long-term strategies 

and related expectations for 2020; 

• Identifying where further support to countries in the region is required and what opportunities 

for regional collaboration with all stakeholders exist. 

With the urgency of closing the ambition gap in mind, it is critical that the LAC CW capitalizes on its 

full potential to mobilize all stakeholders in this endeavor. For this to happen effectively, it is vital that 

the discussion on the above areas at the CW are complemented with extensive ground work by all 

partners pre-and post CW, to develop relevant initiatives, building on their regional portfolio, that will 

result in real and transformational impacts on the ground. This will enable the LAC region to contribute 

to the UN SG Summit in a manner that is expected from the region that has been a front runner in 

implementing innovative and transformational climate action. Similarly, it is expected that the climate 

week will contribute to build momentum towards the COP 25 in Chile in December 2019 by ensuring 

that climate action remains central to the UN Climate Change process.  

Expectation from the region and the LAC CW  
 

• As front runners in implementing innovative climate action, there is a significant expectation from 

the Latin American and Caribbean countries to raise their ambition through, among others: 

o New or updated NDCs that reflect recent developments in policy, technology and finance; 

incorporate the ambition of non-Party stakeholders; take into account latest scientific 

information as well as information on global trends in climate action; and contain 

ambitious mid-term sectoral policies and/or targets; 



   
 

   
 

o Long-term strategies that identify clear pathways to achieve zero-net emissions by 2050 

and foresee energy systems running 100% on renewable; ending the use of internal 

combustion engines, among many others; 

o Planned adaptation and risk reduction to reduce climate change risks at global warming 

of 1.5°C degrees; including a mixture of planned and contingency measures to deal with 

any impacts beyond 1.5°C of temperature increase. 

• Significant opportunities exist for the countries in the region to green their energy, industry, 

transport sectors; and to utilize nature-based solutions to foster low-carbon and resilient 

economies. It is expected that the CW identify key challenges and needs of the countries in the 

region and partner organizations make announcements, to the extent possible, of new 

initiative/strengthen existing ones to support the region to address those challenges and needs; 

• Non-Party stakeholders in the region are already playing a key role and should be incentivized to 

enhance their efforts in support of national ambitions. Announcement of new/strengthening of 

existing collaborations/initiatives by countries/sub-national authorities and NPS to enhance 

ambition jointly, would also be very welcome; 

• Considering that few Latin American and Caribbean countries are also particularly affected by 

climate impacts, it is expected that countries will share experiences in measures that they have 

put in place to reduce these impacts.  


