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Luis Alfonso de Alba Góngora 

UN Special Envoy for the 2019 Climate Summit 

 

In 2018, Luis Alfonso de Alba Góngora was appointed as Special 

Envoy for the 2019 Climate Summit. De Alba started his career as 

a diplomat in Mexico in 1983 and was first appointed Ambassador 

on December 2001. Over the course of his career, he has 

participated in numerous multilateral meetings, both at the global 

and regional levels. In his work, he has actively pursued the 

advancement of human rights, the rule of law, disarmament, the 

fight against climate change, and the promotion of development, 

including through the strengthening and improvement of the 

relevant international mechanisms. 

 

 

Abze Djigma 

Chair of the H.R.H. Princess Abze Djigma Foundation 

 

Abze Digma is a Mossi Princess from Burkina Faso. She is 

internationally recognized as a role model for empowerment of 

the less fortunate, for recognizing the importance of the informal 

sector and for unleashing the potential of women and youth in 

developing countries. As the Chair of the H.R.H. Princess Abze 

Djigma Foundation and the Funder and CEO of AbzeSolar S.A., she 

is a regular speaker at high-level international conferences and 

meetings of the United Nations. She has held positions in several 

international advisory boards, including the UNISDR Private Sector 

Alliance for Disaster Resilient Societies 

 

 

Djatougbe Aziaka 

President of Togo Welfare and Director of Eco Conscience TV 

 

Djatougbe Aziaka has over seven years of experience in social, 

environmental, gender, and cultural issues, working as a print, 

radio, television, and social media journalist. She worked in 

several media houses in Togo, including Radio RDTS, Forum de la 

Semaine daily newspaper, and TV7, a private television network. 

Today, she is one of the youngest female journalist entrepreneurs 

in Togo, owning a media house. Besides her listed roles above, 

Djatougbe is also serving as the 2018-2019 Africa regional 

representative on the United Nations Convention to Combat 

Desertification civil society organization panel. She holds a 

Bachelor of Arts in English Language from the University of Lomé. 
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Manuel de Araújo  

Mayor of Quelimane, Mozambique 

 

Manuel de Araújo has been the mayor of Qualimane since 2011. He 

was also elected vice-president of ICLEI for Africa in 2007. Prior to 

his current appointments, he was a member of the Parliament of 

the Constituency of Maganja da Costa, Province of Zambezia and 

Shadow Minister for Youth, Sports, Tourism and Culture. 

 

He received his Master’s degree from University of London and a 

PhD from University of East Anglia. He has taught Economics, 

Development Economics, International Relations and Comparative 

Foreign Policy at the Higher Institute of Sciences and Technologies 

of Mozambique  

 

 

Vanessa Gyan (Moderator) 

TV & Radio Personality 

 

With degrees in TV and radio communications, public relations, & 

journalism from Brooklyn College, Vanessa has brought both her 

educational background and years of work experience from the US 

to Ghana. Vanessa has also officially launched her own lifestyle 

brand geared to providing a comfort zone for young girls and 

women. 

 


