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Summary 
The IPCC Special Report on Global Warming of 1.5°C has warned that current nationally-determined 
contributions under the Paris Agreement are not enough to avoid drastic consequences that will 
impact communities around the world and in Africa specifically. To help nations rise to the challenge, 
the Global Covenant of Mayors for Climate & Energy (GCoM), including its regional chapter, Covenant 
of Mayors: Sub-Saharan Africa (CoM SSA), is engaging the world’s cities, within which 68% of the global 
population will be living by 2050.  
 
Based on their emissions reduction potential and the fact that climate change impacts are felt at the 
local level, cities have become indispensable drivers in the worldwide effort to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions and build climate resilience, respectively. Cities, however, have faced challenges in pursuing 
actions and being resourced to adequately respond to climate change. Although the city climate action 
pipeline is bursting at the seams with potential, the lid remains partially sealed for many local 
governments.  
 
In this session, GCoM with support from CDP, ICLEI Africa, the International Renewable Energy 
Agency (IRENA), and Partnership on Sustainable, Low Carbon Transport (SLoCaT) as well as the 
community of global and local city networks brought together mayors, city practitioners, academics, 
and non-governmental organizations to discuss data and technology priorities – specific to 
collaboration, data access, renewable energy, and transportation – that are key and require support 
from national governments in order for cities and local governments to act on climate at the speed 
and scale necessary to support parties to meet their Paris Agreement commitments.  
 
The case studies and topics discussed were framed within the co-generated Innovate4Cities agenda, 
which outlines city identified research and innovation priorities to catalyse ambitious climate action 
at the urban level: 
 

Welcome: Session Framing  

• Jean Pierre Mbassi, Secretary General, UCLG Africa  

Welcome remarks  

• Hon. Mohammed Adjei Sowah, Mayor of Accra 
Welcome remarks 

• Amanda Eichel, Executive Director, GCoM 

Introduction of Innovate4Cities  

Data4Cities: Access, Barriers, 

Solutions 

• Loglo Kossi Amétowoyona, Mayor, Tsévié, Togo   

Cities work identifying data barriers and developing processes to 

engage youth, community leaders, CSOs   

• Joseph Kogbe, Executive Director of OPED-Togo, International 
coordinator of Climate & Development Network 

• Christopher Ede-Calton, World Resources Institute  
Discussion on data barriers for cities and presentation of opportunities 

for technology to advance data access for African cities 

• Q&A, led by Christopher Ede-Calton  

https://www.globalcovenantofmayors.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/GCoM_Innovate4Cities-OPS_Booklet_8.5x11.pdf
https://www.globalcovenantofmayors.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/GCoM_Innovate4Cities-OPS_Booklet_8.5x11.pdf
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Innovate4Cities: Academia & 

Science 

• Meggan Spires, ICLEI Africa 

Collaboration in practice, reflection from partner’s work on the 

continent  

• Q&A, led by Meggan Spires   

Innovate4Cities: Private Sector & 

Collaboration  

• Moderator: Hastings Chikoko, C40 Cities  

• Macoura Coulibaly, Mayor of Foumbolo, Ivory Coast 

Remarks from personal experience on collaboration as a climate leader   

• Blake Robinson, Officer, ICLEI Africa 

Presentation on partnership on Sustainable Low Carbon Transportation 
(SLoCaT) and the TUMI Initiative in Africa 

• Nopenyo Dabla, IRENA 

 Case study presentation on SolarCityEngine  

• Joanne Yawitch, CEO, National Business Initiative of South Africa  

Public private partnerships to advance environmental sustainability 

• Q&A/Discussion and Opportunities for scaling through multi-sector 

collaboration and national government support  

Closing Remarks • Manuel de Araújo, Mayor of Quelimane, Mozambique   

 

Key Messages   
 
To ensure that cities achieve their ambitious climate commitments necessary to support national 
climate commitments, ground-breaking research, collaboration, and investment in measures and 
tools backed by consistent and comparable data are necessary to help cities support critical 
mitigation, adaptation, and access to energy.  
 
Cities need consistent and comparable climate data not just on a national level, but also on a city level, 
to help us understand and deal with climate change and build ambitious, evidence-based urban climate 
action plans. Downscaling national climate data and making city-reported data available in open 
platforms for cities to learn from each other will not only be able to help local governments quantify 
and compare their results but will also help quantify city impact in a consistent manner with that of 
national governments. The smart use of data – big and small – will help tell all levels of government 
how and why climate change is happening, as well as inform climate mitigation and adaptation 
strategies for cities. It will be the basis for better planning and greener, more efficient and CO2 viable 
infrastructure urban solutions. 
 
Even with sound data, there is a significant gap between cities’ ambition and their ability to implement 
actions that will reduce emissions and build local-level resilience. The full implications of climate 
impacts are not well defined at the local scale, actionable pathways are complicated, and the methods 
to facilitate climate action at scale are not clearly mapped. Therefore, resources to ensure success are 
often hard for cities to access and secure. The Innovate4Cities agenda seeks to fill local-level 
knowledge, information and technological gaps so that local government practitioners can successfully 
engage with city leaders, citizens, and the financial community and ultimately drive resources to 
ensure successful delivery of ambitious climate action.  
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To support cities to be able to advance and accelerate climate ambition it is necessary for private 
sector organizations to unlock proprietary data in ways that provide a public benefit, working 
collaboratively with city practitioners to develop technological solutions that can be easily piloted and 
that have pathways for scalability. It is essential that national governments allocate Research and 
Development budgets to address local issues for addressing climate change while vertically aligning 
priorities to create national policy landscapes that provide cities the agency to take greater action.  
 
Cities and Local Governments at the same time must also signal and share their research, data and 
technological needs, working iteratively with all stakeholders and sending a collective market signal for 
additional investment in cities. 
 
Only through true collaboration with a multitude of stakeholders will cities truly be positioned to 

expand their own capabilities in order to fully deliver on their ambitious climate commitments. There is 

a need to bring together an African city-focused research network, gathering city networks, local 

governments and academia under a common agenda of African-led research for African cities. 

Key technological solutions have been developed in Africa, in particular in the areas of sustainable 

mobility and access to energy, with the support of partnerships including the private sector and 

development cooperation, and by creating opportunities for young African innovators, researchers and 

scientists. 

Contribution to UN SG Summit/Ambition   
 

Key takeaways: 
 
Relevant for global ambition 
 
Governments can support increased city ambition and implementation of existing ambitious strategies 
in the following critical ways:   

• Establish a platform or mechanism to allow for ongoing dialogue and engagement to 
advance “collaborative action” (vertical integration) around the NDCs/Paris Agreement, in 
particular the inclusion of Locally Determined Contributions.  

• Mobilize technical assistance resources to support project development - moving 
infrastructure projects from initial planning to investment-ready stages  

• Increase research & development investments towards Innovate4Cities Agenda priority 
areas: galvanize institutional funding and refocus national R&D budgets towards city-level 
science, technology, and data investments  

• Regulatory / enabling policy reforms related to finance and local authority and/or vertically 
aligned NDC investment plans 

• Develop or make easily available nationally held, locally relevant datasets and/or 
downscaled climate science to help cities make better, more informed, science-based 
decisions.  

Urban infrastructure 
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• There are a variety of optional models to consider when designing city level solar 
programmes/policies. City level Solar Simulators (cadasters) are optimal tools to 
assess all possible outcomes prior to selecting the right models. These Simulators can 
now be deployed cost effectively in cities across the world. 

• Increase research & development investments towards Innovate4Cities Agenda 
priority areas – galvanize institutional funding and refocus national R&D budgets 
towards city-level science, technology, and data investments, specifically in the 
following areas: 

• Planning policies to help mitigate urban heat island effect 
• Different blue/green infrastructure and nature-based solutions to reduce 

emissions, build adaptive capacity and resilience, provide co-benefits and 
address issues of biodiversity.  

• Retrofitting city building stock based on building typology to reduce 
emissions.  

• Building standards to accelerate uptake of efficiency standards 
• Waste diversion and recycling considering supply and demand 
• Communication of community benefits of controlled landfilling to build 

understanding and buy-in of waste collection systems 
• Evaluating the balance between connected vs. distributed renewable 

systems based on access and reliability 
• Support of community-based and entrepreneurial innovation in climate 

smart food systems.  
• Solutions to address the urgency of water-scarcity, pollution and 

allocation in cities and their related ecosystems 
• Connections between water, energy, and materials to develop sustainable 

solutions in urban areas  

 

Low emissions urban mass transport 

• Financing for non-motorized transport infrastructure 
• Data to drive non-motorised transport policy and strategic investment 
• Policy-level support for non-motorized transport 
• People-centric land-use planning and transport planning 
• Assistance with integration of transport modes, route planning & payment systems 
• Increase research & development investments towards Innovate4Cities Agenda priority 

areas – galvanize institutional funding and refocus national R&D budgets towards city-
level science, technology, and data investments, specifically in the following areas:  

• Digital infrastructure built into transit systems to connect public and private 
transit technology 

 

Climate resilience for the urban poor 



 

 

6 
 

• Increase research & development investments towards Innovate4Cities Agenda 
priority areas – galvanize institutional funding and refocus national R&D budgets 
towards city-level science, technology, and data investments, specifically to:  

• Understand co-benefits and reduce risks for most vulnerable populations 
• Decrease the gap in climate relevant data on vulnerable communities 
• Calculate and communicate the economic and health effects of action vs. 

inaction 
• Evaluate combinations of high-tech and low-tech innovation (including 

around eco-mobility/transport access and affordability)  
• Determine how to incorporate informal settlements in urban planning 

strategies 
• Use of social science in engaging a broad group of stakeholders on new 

initiatives from planning through implementation 
• Develop solutions which are flexible and distributed/networked, that can 

be expanded or changed as innovation progresses or financing allows 
• Develop or make easily available nationally held, locally relevant datasets and/or 

downscaled climate science to help cities make better, more informed, science-based 
decisions.  

 

Green urban and local supply chains 

• Increase research & development investments towards Innovate4Cities Agenda 
priority areas – galvanize institutional funding and refocus national R&D budgets 
towards city-level science, technology, and data investments, specifically in the 
following areas:  

• Equitable development and dissemination of knowledge and data 
• Calculation and communication of economic and health effects of action 

vs. inaction 
• Measures to valuate a wide range of climate and societal co-benefits of 

climate solutions 

 

Cooperation initiatives 

• Collaboration between researchers/academia & subnational governments is 
important to co-explore knowledge users and products, find entry points, and co-
produce narratives, platforms, methods, and tools to help policymakers at the local 
level make sound decisions. 

• Collaboration between private sector and local governments to unlock data, support 
projects, and ultimately benefit  

• Make a commitment to advance GCoM at national or regional level – through both 
direct investment in TA through the regional covenant / city network partners and/or 
integration of “locally determined contributions” under GCoM into each NDC 



 

 

7 
 

• Communication of uncertainty and risk for cities relating to climate hazards 
• Equitable development and dissemination of knowledge and data 
• Collaboration and capacity building to develop bankable projects and increase 

creditworthiness to de-risk investment 
• Explore incentives for municipal employees to innovate and take risks with 

transformative decisions 

 
Relevant for actors and processes in the region 

Requires support and collaboration from all levels of government, private sector, academia, and 
community led initiatives. 

 

Technical Examination Processes 
  
Adaptation: Adaptation finance  

• Collaboration and capacity building to develop bankable projects and increase creditworthiness 
to de-risk investment 

• Governance landscapes (considering formal and informal actors) to support greater generation 
of municipal revenue. 

• Strategic methods for awarding public procurement projects which prioritize sustainability in 
their solution.  


