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A.- About the Asia-Pacific Climate Week 
A New Era of Ambition 
Human activities are estimated to have caused 1°C of warming above pre-industrial levels.  The latest 
scientific information tells us that to limit global warming below 1.5°C, global emissions should decline 
by 45% below 2010 levels and reach zero net by 2050.  Further, at current rates, the global carbon 
budget to keep global warming to below 1.5°C could be consumed within the next decade.  
With most of the rules for the operationalization of the Paris Agreement having been agreed, the key 
challenge for governments and non-State Actors lies in significantly enhancing current efforts to 
reduce emissions and adapt to the impacts of climate change, including efforts to support action by the 
least capable.  We must take concerted action to secure a transformation towards low emissions and 
climate resilient development.   
 
Generating political momentum: the 2019 Climate Summit 
With this context in mind, on 23 September 2019, the Secretary-General of the United Nations will 
host the Climate Action Summit in New York with the objective of boosting ambition and rapidly 
accelerate action to implement the Paris Agreement. The Secretary-General aims to demonstrate a 
leap in collective national political ambition and massive low-emission movements in the real economy 
by raising national ambition, prompting transformative changes and generating political momentum.   
In order to ensure that transformative actions in the real economy are as impactful as possible, the 
Secretary-General has prioritized the following tracks: 
 

1. Mitigation Strategy, to focus on major emitters. 
2. Social and Political Drivers, to focus on issues cutting across all the other tracks including health 

and just transition and consider gender, climate and security and others; 
3. Youth and Mobilization, to focus on mobilizing youth and civil society in support of the Summit 

and streamline youth participation across all the tracks of work. 
4. Energy Transition, to focus on boosting renewable energy, energy efficiency, energy storage, 

access and innovation as well as mobilizing investments for the energy transition. 
5. Resilience and Adaptation, to focus on integrating climate risks into public and private sector 

decision-making to assure sustainability of food, water and jobs for the future as well as to 
prevent disasters and to allow a quick recovery after disasters especially of the most 
vulnerable groups. 

6. Nature-based Solutions, to focus on forests and land-based ecosystems, smart agriculture and 
food systems, regenerating life in rivers, lakes and oceans and enabling all people (and 
families) to connect to nature. 

7. Infrastructure, Cities and Local Action, to on scaling ambitious commitments on low-emission 
and resilient infrastructure, specifically land-based transportation, buildings, water and waste 
systems. 

8. Climate Finance and Carbon Pricing to focus on delivering on former commitments of providing 
USD 100 billion annually by 2020 for mitigation and adaptation. 

9. Industry Transition, to focus on creating stronger commitments from the hard-to-abate sectors 
and build on positive momentum in areas such as shipping. 
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The Asia-Pacific Climate Week will be organized in support of the 2019 Climate Summit with a view to 
providing a space for countries in the region to identify and consider their contribution to this event.  
Policymakers and key stakeholders will engage in targeted discussions on: 

• The medium and long-term implications of latest scientific information relating to the need to 
raise ambition in mitigation and adaptation; 

• Prospects for raising ambition in the selected tracks by 2030 and avenues for achieving net 
zero emissions by 2050; 

• Opportunities and challenges relating to NDCs, NAPs and long-term strategies and related 
expectations for 2020; 

• Showcasing success stories from the region and Identifying what needs to be done to scale up 
those success stories and accelerate the pace of action to achieve greater ambition; 

• Identifying where further support to countries in the region is required and what opportunities 
for regional collaboration exist. 

 
Kick-off: AP Climate Week 
The Asia-Pacific Climate Week in Bangkok will gather state and non-state climate stakeholders to 
engage in depth discussions on five tracks of the 2019 Climate Summit, namely, energy transition; 
infrastructure, cities and local action; nature-based solutions; industry transition and resilience and 
adaptation. 
 
Key Messages   
Asia-Pacific countries must show determination and take the opportunities to raise ambition for 2020 
through: 

• New or updated NDCs which reflect recent developments in policy, technology and finance; 
incorporate the ambition of non-Party stakeholders; take into account latest scientific 
information as well as information on global trends in climate action across the world; and 
contain sectoral ambitious mid-term policies and/or targets. 

• Long-term strategies which identify pathways to achieve zero net emissions and which foresee 
energy systems running 100% on renewable; the abolition of internal combustion engines; and 
many others 

• Planned adaptation and risk reduction to reduce climate change risks at global warming of 
+1.5°C degrees; including a mixture of planned and contingency measures to deal with any 
impacts beyond 1.5 °C of global warming. 

• The region must tap on opportunities on energy, transport, nature-based solutions transport, 
to foster low-carbon and resilient economies;  

• Non-Party stakeholders in the region can further step up climate action; 
o All levels of governments and non-Party stakeholders need to strengthen their 

collaboration to achieve enhanced ambition and long-term low-emission and climate-
resilient development; 

o Future forms of cooperation (including support); 
o Concrete needs in the AP region; 
o Concrete solutions from the AP region. 
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Specific operations of events 
In order to implement the above the events organized should follow the objectives of the Regional 
Climate Weeks.  
 
Coordinating organizations will need to provide an outcome document with key messages for each of 
the events [each thematic block, each of the thematic pillar] organized, using the provided template 
shortly after the activities.  
 
SG summit reporting session:  
Key messages of the three thematic pillars will be reported back to the plenary at the closing session. 
These messages will be presented by one moderator and will be the basis for a panel discussion of 
regional expert leaders and the Special UN SG Summit Envoy.  
 
Technical Examination Processes (TEPs): 
As a fundamental part of the pre-2020 period, the Technical Examination Processes (TEPs) will focus on 
complementary policy options and opportunities for enhancing mitigation and adaptation that are 
actionable in the short term, including those with co-benefits. In this context, Parties and non-Party 
stakeholders are invited to organize regional technical expert meetings, building on existing regional 
climate action events, with a view to unlocking specific finance, technology and capacity-building 
resources needed to scale up actions in regional contexts. Key messages and outcome documents of 
events relevant to the Technical Examination Processes (TEPs) will inform the technical papers. 
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B.- Reporting of outcomes 
Summary 
Please provide a small summary description of the session, including speakers, number of participants, 
format of the session; feel free to attach or include links of any relevant supporting documentation]   
 
A deep decarbonization of the energy sector would enable multiple benefits for countries in the region, 
including increased access to electricity and energy security and resilience, as well as reduction in GHG 
emissions, job creation and improved livelihoods. With this in mind, this session was designed with two 
major objectives in mind: 

1. Showcase the efforts of Asian and Pacific countries in leading a transition to low carbon, 
resilient energy systems, especially scaling-up use of renewable energy technologies  

2. Discuss mechanisms for scaling up investments from the public and private sectors to support 
this energy transition   

 
The session was designed to be interactive, with three panels and active engagement with the 
audience. After the brief welcome and opening remarks, the first panel provided context for achieving 
a low carbon energy future, focusing on an overview of the status of low carbon energy technologies in 
the Asian and Pacific region, and the importance of decarbonizing the energy sector for achieving the 
Paris Agreement. It also provided insight to long-term goal setting, technology trends, and the 
implications of emerging low carbon technologies on policy setting and related market considerations. 
 
The second panel discussion focused on pathways and enabling policies and measures for renewable 
energy scale up, including the need and benefit of long-term strategies for accelerating RE use and for 
developing low carbon, resilient economies; alternative pathways and planning processes for RE scale-
up and application examples; and enabling policies and measures for expanding RE penetration. 
 
The third and final panel discussion was on effective financing mechanisms for the low carbon energy 
transition in Asia and the Pacific. The focus was on mobilizing clean energy investment at scale, 
including challenges and solutions involved with attracting investment in renewable energy. Speakers 
provided insight on corporate procurement and innovative RE purchasing models for commercial and 

industrial users as well as the potential for effective blockchain financing strategies and/or trading 
mechanisms for financing energy projects and infrastructure. 
 
Each of the panel discussions were followed by member of the audience providing brief highlights 
on low carbon energy transition leadership in their countries, including in the RE power 
transformation and finance mobilization space, followed by a Q&A session. 
 

Key Messages   
[Please summarize in one or two paragraphs the key messages of the event at APCW 2019 and how they 
were relevant to the thematic block] 
 
Countries in Asia and the Pacific are leaders in transforming their national and local economies to low 
emission pathways that will enable sustained economic growth, resource efficiency, resilience, and 
environmental protection. The energy sector is central to this transformation, and countries are 
realizing the critical role of the power sector in achieving both the Paris Agreement as well as 
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Sustainable Development Goals. In their NDCs, 14 Asian countries have established renewable energy 
targets, accounting for an estimated 1TW of renewable energy capacity added, which will require an 
investment of 1.1 trillion USD.  
 
Renewable energy capacity in Asia and the Pacific has been expanding rapidly in the last decade, 
increasing from 387 GW in 2010 to 1000 GW in 2018. In 2018 alone, Asia accounted for 61% of new 
global capacity added. Analyses have shown that South Asia and Southeast Asia can reach 100% 
decarbonization of electricity generation by 2050 and phase out coal generation by 2040. Yet the 
abundant opportunities for renewable energy potential within the region remains largely untapped. 
 
This session provided participants a better understanding of the unique, context-specific challenges and 
opportunities associated with scaling up renewable energy and other low carbon energy solutions in Asia 
and the Pacific. It also provided an overview of how policy and regulatory environments and innovative 
financing mechanisms can support low carbon energy transformation and help achieve NDC goals. 

 
Contribution to UN SG summit/Ambition   
 
Please collect 4-5 key takeaways for each of the topics listed below.  Key takeaways relevant for global 
ambition should be drafted as inputs to the 2019 Climate Summit.  Such takeaways should reflect the 
determination of Parties and non-Party stakeholders to achieve a peaking of global emissions before 
2030 and zero net emissions by 2050; increase adaptation and foster climate resilience; and make all 
financial flows consistent with low emissions and climate resilient development. 
 
Key takeaways should address the following questions within respective thematic blocks.  

• How could the region become a frontrunner in climate ambition? 

• Where are the short and medium-term opportunities to increase ambition?  

• What are the long-term prospects (e.g. by 2050) for achieving low emissions and climate 
resilient development? 

• Who are the key non-Party stakeholders and how can their ambition be maximized?  
 
 
Key takeaways: 
Relevant for global ambition 
 

Deploying appropriate RE technology solutions: 
It is no longer a debate of fossil fuel vs renewable energy – RE technology is proven and costs are 
competitive - the discussion today is focused on how RE can be scaled up while taking into 
consideration the local context, developmental priorities, technologies and innovative business 
models. 
 
Immense potential to deploy a variety of appropriate low-carbon technology solutions including 
wind and solar; increased deployment of off grid and mini grid solutions in countries like Papua 
New Guinea; increased power sector flexibility and storage in more advanced power systems, like 
India; emerging applications of proved technologies, like utility scale floating PV in countries with 
land constraints like Singapore and Bangladesh. 
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Implementing holistic approaches: the importance of long-term strategies for power system 
transitions, whole of sector approaches and sector coupling (buildings and transportation); the 
importance of data driven decision making; regional trade and cooperation; and the role of cities. 
Tackling end-use sectors is necessary for a just and fair clean energy transition, and it is critical to 
align regional, national and sub-national policies.  

 

De-risking the market and implementing innovative financing mechanisms: enabling policies and 
smart incentives to de-risk markets in emerging countries; importance of tariff setting and subsidy 
reform; implementing innovative financing mechanisms like blended finance, corporate 
procurement of RE, and blockchain technology. 
 

Assistance, learning and information exchange: providing access to targeted technical assistance 
and opportunities for peer learning and regional knowledge exchange through communities of 
practice that provide a platform for sustained engagement among countries for learning and 
technical collaboration, continuous access to tools and expert assistance, and foster champions 
that will serve as role models for countries in the region. 

 
 
Relevant for actors and processes in the region 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Technical Examination Processes (TEP) 
 
Did the event address policy options to enhance mitigation or adaptation in Asia-Pacific on the topics 
identified for 2019 as below? If so, please list them, specifying to which TEP they should be addressed.   
 
TEM Topics for 2019:  
Mitigation: Off-grid and decentralized energy solutions for smart energy and water use in the 
Agri-food chain 
Adaptation: Adaptation finance  

 
 

 
 

 


